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Guidelines and Procedures for Compiling a Pathfinder
A pathfinder is a bibliographic guide that introduces clients to the literature of a specific subject area or topic. Its arrangement and content reflect the most common questions in a literature search and the beginning stages of a research project. A pathfinder is not an exhaustive annotated bibliography. Instead, it provides a carefully selected list of various types of important resources, both reference and non-reference. Pathfinders are typically short in length, depending on the intended audience and the resources available. The pathfinder you prepare for this course should be six to eight pages long and must be mounted on the web. Your pathfinder should only include resources available in one library or library system (e.g., Monroe County Public Library OR Indiana University Libraries). Samples of pathfinders from previous semesters are available at: http://www.slis.indiana.edu/faculty/meho/L524/ sample-pathfinders.html. 
STRUCTURE
The structure of your pathfinder will depend on the topic you select. Pathfinders often include the following: 

· Title 

· Table of Contents

· Introduction and Scope (see Pathfinder Report I)
· Key to Abbreviations and Locations 

· Subject Headings and Browsing Areas
· Bibliographies: obligatory for pathfinders with target audience being students and researchers 
· Biographies: optional for pathfinders that are about topics other than personalities 
· Dictionaries and Encyclopedias OR Dictionary and Encyclopedia Articles

· Indexes and Abstracts: annotate each within the context of your pathfinder topic. Also, indicate what are the best keywords to use when searching these databases and where one can access the databases.

· Periodicals: annotate them within the context of your pathfinder topic.
· Internet Sources  (see Pathfinder Report II)
Please do not limit yourself to these sections. Depending on the topic, you may want to add others, such as books, journal articles, archival materials, atlases, maps, gazetteers, directoies, guides, handbooks, manuals, yearbooks, almanacs, and audiovisual materials, among others. Likewise, not every topic has materials that fit all of the aforementioned categories. If you decided to include books and journal articles, you must include only those items that are considered important o are written by prominent authors.
GUIDELINES
· You should have between 35 and 45 items listed in your pathfinder, including Internet resources. 

· No section should include more than 10 items.? The “Databases” section should be limited to five only.
· Each section should start with an introductory paragraph describing (1) the nature of information provided by the type of reference source for that section and (2) the content of the items listed in the section.
· You should include call numbers and locations of all items that are available in your library or library system. Please place the call numbers between brackets at the end of the bibliographic record. 
· Use MLA, APA, or the Chicago Manual of Style in typing the references. If you are not familiar with any of these styles, please consult with citation manuals available in IU libraries and online.

· Be consistent in the use of upper or lower case in the titles of your items and bold and italicize them.
· Provide the full bibliographic information of all items listed in the pathfinder. For databases, include their title, coverage years, frequency of updates (daily, weekly, monthly, etc.), place of publication, publisher name, format (print, electronic, or both), call number if available in print, and their web addresses if available online. For periodicals, include their titles, the years they were first published, their publication frequency (monthly, quarterly, etc.), place of publication, publisher name, call numbers if available in your library, ISSN, format (print, electronic, or both), and whether they are available for free.
· Use postal codes for states and not the codes you find in online catalogs (i.e., MA for Massachusetts and not Mass.). Also, if New York is the place of publication, then delete or do not include NY to identify the state. However, if the place of publication is Indianapolis, then you have to include IN because Indianapolis is not as well known internationally as New York.  

· Check for grammatical and typographical errors and delete the copyright symbol in the year of publication information. 

· For the website, make sure you use space efficiently and effectively without undermining the quality and overall appearance of the page. 

· Make sure all the links are working on the day you submit the pathfinder. 

· On the web version, make sure you include a link to SLIS's web page and to your e-mail address, a note stating the date the page was created and last updated, and your name, credentials, and affiliations.
GRADING

Introductory paragraphs (20 points):
The pathfinder’s introduction should describe its scope, including the subject covered, the problem at hand, goals, the intended audience, and the general nature of the resources listed and their limitations (see Pathfinder Report I). Then each section of the pathfinder (e.g., subject headings and browsing areas, encyclopedias and dictionaries, and so on) must begin with a brief introduction that explains the nature of the material/information contained in that section and the content of the items listed. For example, in the encyclopedia section, you may want to start by saying: Encyclopedias are among the best starting points for any research, especially if you know little or nothing about your topic. They usually provide useful background information on particular topics and provide lists of sources that allow you to do further research. The following three encyclopedias (or encyclopedia articles) . . .

Coverage (10 points):
Sections should be appropriate, based on the scope of your pathfinder. Likewise, the items included in each section should reflect the pathfinder’s scope. You are to use your skills in evaluating resources to select only those quality resources that match the stated goals of your pathfinder.

Annotations (30 points):
Ideally, you should annotate each item in the pathfinder with a brief description of its content, arrangement, significance and/or relationship to other items (25-50 words each). If time does not allow you to create original annotations, you can rely on, and quote from, reviews published in academic and professional journals and databases. Note that when a book is entirely or mostly on your topic, you can rely on reviews or descriptions found in academic and professional journals and databases. However, when there are only one or two articles in a book about your topic, then you have to create an annotation or summary yourself for that particular article or two. You should also cite the pertinent chapters or articles individually (e.g., if you find a relevant article in an encyclopedia, cite the specific article itself and not the entire encyclopedia).

Annotations should not exceed 50 words long (a line is, on average, 10 words long). Your review sources (e.g., ARBA, Book Review Digest, Booklist, Library Journal, Publishers Weekly, etc.) should be part of the annotation, cited at the end of the annotation between parentheses or brackets.

If all items in a single section provide similar information, do not annotate each item individually; instead, discuss the content of all items in the introductory paragraph of the section. If you were unable to find a review of a recently published book, try finding a description of the item on the publisher’s website.


Overall appearance, consistency of style, and location of information (20 points):
Consistent formatting of bibliographic information is essential. Please use APA, MLA, or the Chicago Manual of Style (do not use the online catalog formatting style). Include call numbers and other relevant location information to all items at the end of the bibliographic information of each record (not at the end of the annotation). Follow good web design principles to make your pathfinder visually pleasing & easy to use.

Report (20 points): 
Your pathfinder will reflect a great deal of work and many, many selection choices that are not evident in your final product. So as to provide a better indication of your work on this project and your decision making criteria and strategies, please pass in justifications for each of your selections and a discussion of rejected items for each category of materials included in the pathfinder. These justifications and discussion should appear in a separate project report that stands alone from the pathfinder that a library client would not see. The idea is to indicate why you have chosen particular sources over others and to indicate the compilation process. Of course, you need not discuss all the items you rejected for a category if this is a very large number or if you included all you found due to a paucity of material. In most cases, however, you will want to discuss three to four significant sources that you rejected in favor of other items. This report will be a significant part of your final grade. The project’s report should provide the background and explanation of how you have developed your pathfinder and what you have learned. This can range from what you learned about the subject to the process of developing the pathfinder and from the issues in selecting sources to evaluating them. Your report should be no more than five pages long, double-spaced.
_________________________________________________________________________________
The pathfinder, including the Report, is due the week before the last day of classes. On that date, or before, please give me a paper copy of your pathfinder as found on the Web and a report in MS Word, detailing your selection criteria, challenges, choices, and the background and explanation of how you have developed your pathfinder and what you have learned.
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